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firft takes away the Senfes of thofe whom he means to de- 
{ftroy: If therefore, from the Madnefs of a People, we are 
obliged to conclude the Wrath of the Almighty, and confequently 
their approaching Ruin, we are furely, from any extraordinary Ex- 
ertions of their good Senfe, at Liberty to infer the returning Fa- 
vour of Heaven, and to indulge ourfelves in the joyful Expectation 
of once more beholding their renewed Profperity. Such at leaft is 
the Profpea in which [ have indulged my Imagination, fince I was 
a Witnefs to the Spirit and UNanimity with which fo very re- 
{pectable a Body of Yorkthire Freeholders concurred, at our ad- 
journed Meeting laft Week, to adopt the Plan of Affociation re~ 
ported to them by their Committee. From the Recovery of Par- 
liamentary Freedom alone it is poffible to retrieve either the Con- 
ftitution or Circumftances of this Country; the Plan prepared by 
the Committee was calculated to reftore the Freedom of Parlia- 
ment; in adopting this you have teftified your good Senfe, and from 
your good Senfe | truft you will receive this farther Counfel, {till 
tO PERSEVERE. 
It has long been the Language of Lawyers, that ‘* the Exercife 
of the People’s Sovereignty confifts in the Choice of their Repre- 
fentatives *;” and it might juft as well be faid, that the Exercife 


of 


[art is an antient Latin Proverb, which fays that God 


* Blackftone, Vol. I. Page 165. 
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of a private Gentleman’s Authority over his own Affairs, confitts in 
the Appointment of a Steward to conduct them: But does fuch a 
Perfon in this Cafe really alienate his Power, and relinquifh his 
Right of Superintendance and Control? Do his Affairs become ex- 
clufively the Affairs of his Steward; and, with the Appointment of 
this nominal Servant, is his own Authority at an End? No; but 
by this Man’s Agency he exerts it with refpect to the Charge which 
he commits to his Conduct, while, with refpect to this Man’s Mode 
of exercifing the Authority committed to him, he retains it in him- 
felf. In like Manner the real ‘“* Exercife of the Democratical Part 
of our Conftitution *” confifts not in the Appointment only of our 
Reprefentatives, but, by their Agency, in the Exercife of every 
Power that is delegated to them: {t is in the Name, and by the 
Authority of the People alone that they form a Branch of our Le- 
giflature, and to their Employers they are confequently amenable 
for their legiflative Condu@: If not, our Conftitution is no better 
than the Dream of Theorifts; the People are not a Portion of the 
Englith Legiflature; for merely to elect the Members of a Houfe 
which is not to ceprefent the conftituent Body, is moft certainly no 
Exercife of any legiflative Power whatfoever.—But we are a Por- 
tion of the Englifh Legiflature; the Houfe of Commons is that 
Houfe in which, for our better Convenience, we act by our de- 
puted Agents; to us thefe Agents are confequently refponfible, and 
we therefore claim to the People a Sovereignty that confifts as well 
in the Direction and Control as in the Choice of thefe Men. Shall 
we then, at an Hour when our Delegates are perverted from their 
Integrity, when thefe Deferters from the Guardianfhip cf our 
Rights and Privileges are marched down upon their Creators in the 
Ranks of Prerogative.and unconttitutional Influence; fhall we, I tay, 
at fuch an Hour, and from :the fame Bar whence this Effort to con- 
tract the Power of :the People has proceeded, with Patience hear it 
faid, that our prefent Meafures are formed upon Principles dange- 
rous to the Conftitution ? To all the Terrors, however, which this 
felf-interefted Affertion -was intended to infufe, I will venture to 
affirm that I am poffeffed of a moft effectual Antidote, for I fin- 
cerely believe there is not a Yorkthire Man who remembers the 
Meeting of the County in the Year 1770, that will afford it the 
f{malleft Credit when he knows that it has’been pronounced by, and 
refts upon the ,fingle Authority of, ALEXANDER WEDLERBURNE. 
The Expediency of that Affociation into which we have entered, 
I thank Heaven, has been fo generally underftocd, that it would be 
almoft {uperfluous to point it out; and even its Legality fhould not 
now come under -Confideration, if it were not to remove the 
Scruples which the Whifperers of Adminiftration might pofflibly 
create among thofe who have already figned it. That it proceeds 
upon a good general. Principle I have before remarked; and it now 
only 





“** Blackitone, Vol. J. Page 165. 
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only remains to adduce the Authority of Precedent, and the Judge- 
ment of Men who have turned their Attention to our Conftitution 
to give it their Sanction: Of Men, I fay, who have turned their 
Attention to our Conftitution, becaufe they only are competent to 
advife on {uch a Subject. The mere Practitioner of Weftminfter- 
Hall, whofe Views are confined to the Interpretation of that Law 
which derives its Force from the Legiflature, can but ill decide 
upon the Powers of a Conftitution under which the Legiflature it- 
felf is formed; and we might as well think of limiting a Charter 
by the Conitruction of a Bye-Law, as afk the Opinion of Counfel 
on the Legality of exercifing our conftitutional Rights. They 
{tand paramount both to the Law and Legiflature, and * there re- 
mains {till inherent in the People a fupreme Power to remove or 
alter the Legiflative, when they find the Legiflative act contrary to the 
Truft repoied in them; for when fuch Truitt is abufed, it is thereby 
forfeited, and devolves on thofe who gave it *.” Shall we then go 
and pore over the Statute Books, to learn the Extent of our Power 
over thofe who frame the Statute? The Law, which I grant has 
often declared, has neverthelefs in no Inftance conferred our Rights, 
and it is our Part to fee that it thall in no Inftance abridge them. 
To what are we indebted for our Deliverance from the Chains 
both of religious and civil Slavery? To an Association. When 
the Prince of Orange farft landed to vindicate our invaded Liberties, 
intimidated by the cruel Severities which had already been inflicted 
by a bigotted and fanguinary Tyrant, the People of England hefi- 
tated to accept of his Services. The Uncertainty of the Event, and 
the Certainty of drawing down the full Weight of King James's 
Refentment, provided the Enterprize fhould mifcarry, together 
with that Doubt which in Matters of fo high Importance Men are 
naturally inclined to entertain of one another, fora confiderable Time 


deterred even the braveft of our Countrymen from declaring them-. 


felves on the Side of our great Deliverer. Abandoned thus by thofe 
whom he came to defend, he too at length began to think his En- 
terprize hopelefs, and meditated the Defertion of a Country which 
feemed to have already deferted its own [nterefts. He was, how- 
ever, the only Hope that remained ; anc the Apprehenfion of lofing 
him at length produced an Explanation: The Defence of our Laws, 
out Religion, and our Liberties, under the Protection of the Prince 
of Orange, was made a common Caule +: An extenfive Subfcrip- 
tion to a moft folemn Afociation to fecure thefe Bleffings by a free 
Parliament, produced a mutual Confidence among Men. The 
Prince refumed his Purpofe now, and determined to purfue his firtt 
Defigns. The principal Perfons in the Kingdom declared in his 
Favour, and contributed their beft Affiftance to his Caufe. The 
Affociation received the Sanction and Signature of the affenibled 

T 2 Peerage. 

* Locke. 


+ Tindal’s Tranflation of Rapin’s Hiftory of England, Vol. II, Page 777 and 
783. Kdit. Fol, London, 1733. 
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Peerage. To this Affociation, therefore, it is that we owe the 
glorious Revolution in 16838, with allits Train of attendant Bleffings, 
and to this our Fathers were indebted tor the Reftoration of that 
Freedom to Parliament, which it is the Purpofe of our prefent Affo- 
ciation once more to re-ettablith. 

Some few Years after the Acceflion of this great Man to the 
Throne of thefe ref(cued Kingdoms, the Dangers which continually 
threatened his valuable Life occafioned another Affociation, in 
which the Affociators mutually engage to {tand by each other in 
the Defence of his Majefty. againft King James and his Adherents; 
and not only fo, but in Cate of King William’s coming to a violent 
Death, engage again to affociate in revenging it upon his Enemies, 
and in fupporting the Succeffion of the Crown, as then fettled upon 
a Proteftant Family by A& of Parliament. Now, was this Mea- 
fure illegal? So far from it, that it was made illegal not to affo- 
ciate ; to fubfcribe this Aflociation was made a neceffary Qualifica- 
tion for Office, and even for a Seatin Parliament. And thall we 
then hefitate to make the Adoption of our prefent pacific Affocia- 
tion a Qualification fora Seat in the fame Affembly, to which it 
has an immediate Reference? If the Inftrument of preferving the 
Conttitution were thus dear to our Fathers, how much more ur- 
gently would they have preffed an Affociation for the Purpofe of 
immediately preferving the Conftitution itfelf? But the Affociation 
now entered into refpects the Hlection of our own Reprefentatives ; 
and can even the Man, who would -.confine the Exercife of the 
People’s Sovereignty to this fingle Point, deny that it is lawful for 
the People to deliberate and agree among themfelves in what Man- 
ner they will pleafe to exercife this Sovereignty ? It were abfurd 
even to fuppote it; and yet what more have the People of this 
‘County now done? If any, however, there be who would try to de- 
ter you by mifreprefenting the Legality of the Meafures taken by 
the County, rely upon it, they are Enemies to the Conttitution. 
The Aim of all your Proceedings has been to remove the Influence 
of Corruption from the legiflutive Power; their Aim has been to 
obftruét your falutary Endeavours; and confequently “ to draw 
down Ruin upon the Conititution of England, which then only will 
perith whenever the legiflative Power fhall become more corrupt 
than the executive *.” 

Having thus feleéted two Precedents ‘from that Period of our 
Hiftory in which the Conftitution was moft attended to, it might 
‘be thought fuperfluous to draw any farther Examples from Times 
lefs eminently favourable to the Rights of Englifhmen. The Days 
of George II. prove that extraordinary Occafions can render it con- 
ftitutional in an Afflociation even to arm in Defence of their Coun- 
try. The Gratitude of the Nation acknowledged the Legality of 
that Zeal which in the Year 1745 railed Troops to withftand a 

| Scotch 


* Montefquieu, 
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Scotch Rebellion. Shall we then applaud thefe ftrenuous Means 
of obviating the violent Approaches of arbitrary-Power, and at the 
fame Time doubt the Rectitude of peaceably oppofing her lefs di- 
rect Advances? It is only an illegal Purpofe that can render fuch an’ 
Affociation illegal. To afcertain the Merits ana Sentiments of the 
Man whom you are to conftitute your Attorney to act for you in 
Parliament, is not illegal. To decide that thofe Merits and Senti- 
ments alone fhall entitle any Man to your Vote to reprefent you, is 
not illegal. What then is the Objection of thefe Vien to the Mea- 
fures that you have adopted? The Danger of that private Intereft 
which they poflefs in the prefent Profufion of Public Money, in 
the Manner of making Contracts, and the fubfifting Mode of keep- 
ing the Public Accounts: To fuch Men Keformation muft be 
Ruin, and they forefee that fhort Parliaments and equal Reprefen- 
tation of the People will prove productive of Reformation. « It 
will not, however,” fays Lord Camden, whofe venerable Name ap 
pears with thofe of many other Lords who figned the Affertion, 
*¢ be wife in Minifters to treat thefe Affociations with Contempt, or 
call them by the invidious Name of Fadétzon, becaufe the Name fo 
applied will recoil back upon themfelves when acting againft the Senfe 
of the Nation*.” Thus authorifed, it is therefore your Part to fling 
it back upon them; with Alacrity to fubfcribe the legal and confti- 
tutional Affociation entered into by the County; and by the Firm- 
nef. of your Union to make yourfelves refpectable in Time, left 
thefe Men, by a rafh Perfeverence in refifting your juft Demands, 
may render it neceffary for you in the End to make yourfelves 
dreadful. G 


* Lords Proteft againit the Negative which was put upon Lord Shelburne’s Moe 
tion, Feb. 8, 1780. 
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